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political, legal, and commercial commissions to determine
the actual terms of the treaty in its technical aspects. To
his surprise, and not a little to his dismay, Sokolnikov
proved embarrassingly accommodating in his reply to the
appeal for brevity. He was, he said, entirely in agreement
that the negotiations should be kept as concise as possible,
and for that reason he would object to the unnecessary
delay which the setting-up of special commissions would
involve. There was in effect nothing to discuss. The Central
Powers had presented an ultimatum and Russia had
accepted the terms which Germany had dictated. He was
here to sign a treaty, not to discuss it. The Russian delega-
tion wished all the negotiations to be in plenary session.

To Rosenberg and Merey this attitude of the Russians
was highly distasteful. It made what they had to do appear
even more barefaced than before. Antiphonally they denied
that the Central Powers had dictated the terms and de-
clared that Russia was perfectly free to accept or reject
them at will. They again appealed to Sokolnikov to co-
operate in the discussion of technical details in commission.
But the Russians were not to be drawn into abandoning
their attitude of martyrdom. They had come to sign, not to
negotiate. Discussion of the terms of peace would imply at
least partial condoning, and this they wished to avoid at
all costs. " If the German Emperor had demanded Moscow
as his capita] and a summer residence in the Ural Moun-
tains, the Russians would have signed without winking an
eyelash."1 They asked that the texts of the main treaty
and its auxiliary agreements should be handed over to
them at once for study.2

With these in their possession the Russians retired to
their quarters, but the study of the peace documents did
not give them much trouble. With the addition of the
new Turkish demands, they resembled too closely the terms

1 Munchener Post, March 5, 1918.
2 Proceedings, pp. 181-182; Gratz and Schuller, pp. 114-115.